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House of Representatives
1207 Longworth House Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1007

Dear Congressman Barr:

Thank you for your letter dated November 1, 2000, regarding the reports of PCB
contamination in Rome, Georgia, spreading beyond the borders of the closed General Electric
(GE) facility. It was a pleasure for Dick Green and 1 to meet with you on November 9, 2000, to
discuss this matter in depth.

Please be assured that we are moving forward to address concerns posed by this site using
a combined Federal/State response approach. This Agency and the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (the State) are working together closely to ensure that all site issues are
addressed as expeditiously and efficiently as possible. Currently, GE is conducting corrective
action at the GE facility and is looking at offsite contamination pursuant to the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) permit issued by the State.

As part of this combined response effort, my staff is conducting further Superfund site
assessment activities to determine whether the National Priorities Listing is warranted and
whether an immediate threat to human health or the environment exists as a result of operations at
the GE facility. My staff collected soil samples during the week of November 13, 2000, in the
areas of Tolbert Park, West Central Elementary, West End Elementary and Anna K. Elementary
Schools, as well as selected flood prone residential areas along Horseleg Creek, Little Dry Creek
and the Coosa River. The results of this sampling event will be discussed with the State so that
the appropriate follow-up measures are taken.

If I may be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me or the Office of External
Affairs at (404) 562-8327.

Sincerely,

s O

C. Thompson/ct:4WD-SSMB:28913/11-16-00/a:\bobbarr1.111300.wpd

cc: Harold Reheis, Georgia EPD

THOMPSON VILLAMARZO FEHN GREEN HOLIDAY-FRAZIER
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